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UNCLAS MANAGUA 3721 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, NU 

SUBJECT: INDE SUPPORTS CHURCH STATEMENT 
REFS: (A) MANAGUA 3599, (B) MANAGUA 3644 

1 . THE STRONG CHURCH STATEMENTS REPORTED REFTELS HAVE 
CAUSED QUITE A STIR. ALL MAJOR POLITICAL OPPOSITION GROUPS 
HAVE PUBLICLY SUPPORTED THE STATEMENTS. TEXT OF INDE STATEMENT 
OF SUPPORT FOLLOWS. INDE IS A PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENTAL BODY. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE. IN THESE MOMENTS IN WHICH NICARAGUA FINDS ITSELF 
IN A PROGRESSIVE AND PAINFUL NATIONAL CRISIS, THE SACERDOTAL 
COUNCIL, PRESIDED OVER BY ARCHBISHOP MIGUEL OBANDO Y BRAVO, 

HAS TAKEN ITS STAND IN A TRANSCENDENTAL DOCUMENT SIGNALING THE 
CIVIC AND DEMOCRATIC ROAD TO CARRY OUT THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
TRANSFORMATIONS DEMANDED BY NICARAGUANS. THE NICARAGUAN 
INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT (INDE) FULLY AGREES WITH AND SUPPORTS, 
WITHOUT RESERVATION, THE CONCEPTS AND GOALS EXPRESSED 

IN THE DOCUMENT. 
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3. THE ESSENCE OF THE SACERDOTAL MESSAGE STEMS FROM THE PRO- 
POSAL TO ESTABLISH A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT OF TRANSITION WHICH 
WILL RESTORE THE CONFIDENCE AND CREDIBILITY OF NICARAGUANS AND 
WHICH CAN ONLY SUCCEED BASED ON MUTUAL CONCESSIONS. WITHIN 
THESE CONCESSIONS, INDE CONSIDERS IT TO BE OF PARAMOUNT IMPOR 
TANCE THAT THE RULER (SOMOZA) PROMOTE, WITH HIS CONSTITUTIONAL 
WITHDRAWAL, THE URGENT FORMATION OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. 
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4. INDE BELIEVES THAT A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT MUST INCLUDE HONEST 
CITIZENS AND CAPABLE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARIOUS POLITICAL 
TENDENCIES AND SECTORS OF NATIONAL LIFE. 

5. WITHIN THE SPIRIT OF CONCORD ANCA WHICH THE SACERDOTAL MESSAGE 
PROPOSES, THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT MUST BEGIN WITH A CONCILIATORY 
ATTITUDE. DECREEING A POLITICAL AMNESTY WITHOUT EXCEPTIONS. 

IT MUST BE THE FUNDAMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THIS GOVERNMENT 
OF TRANSITION TO GUARANTEE THE PLURALISTIC SYSTEM AND FREE 
SUFFRAGE AS BASES OF AN EFFECTIVE PROCESS OF DEMOCRATIZATION 
WITH JUSTICE, LIBERTY, AND RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

THE ACTS AND MEASURES OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE TO 
BE INSPIRED BY THE SUCCESS THE SOCIAL RESTRUCTURING WHICH 
THE COUNTRY DEMANDS. SUCH ACTIONS CARRY WITH THEM PROFOUND CHANGES 
GUARANTEEING A PERMANENT SOCIAL PEACE. 

6. TO IMMEDIATELY BRING NICARAGUA WITHIN THE ORBIT OF A FUN- 
CTIONAL AND EFFECTIVE DEMOCRACY, THE CONCURRENCE OF ALL WILLS AND 
CONCESSIONS BY ALL WILL BE REQUIRED, AS 

MUST PREVAIL WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES THE PATRIOTIC RESPECT FOR LEGI- 
TIMATE DECISONS BY THE CITIZENRY. 

7. INDE CALLS UPON ALL SECTORS TO PUT ASIDE DISCORD AND SHORT- 
RUN CONCERNS, AND SUPPORT STRONGLY, EFFICIENTLY AND IMMEDIATELY, 

THE CONCRETE SOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE SACERDOTAL COUNCIL TO 
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STRUCTURE A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. END QUOTE. 

8. COMMENT: THIS STATEMENT BY INDE IS REPRESENTATIVE OF OPPOSE 
TION REACTION TO THE CHURCH ST ATF.MF.NTS— F.SPF.C.T A T I .Y THE SECOND 
ONE (REFTEL B). THE CHURCH MESSAGES HAVE BECOME A NEW RALLYING 
POINT FOR THE OPPOSITION. 
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